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Abstract

Aims: Libraries and information centers are of the most important centers in
universities. Libraries need special human powers and expert librarians to perform
their research and educational mission. It means that expert human power can play
a basic role in performing necessary library affairs. The aim of this study was the
comparison of human resources status of Iran east-north medical universities libraries
with national standards for improving it in 2012.

Methods: This descriptive-analytical and cross sectional study was performed to
certify that human resources of medical libraries of Iran east-north medical
universities’ libraries based on national standards derived or recommended by
Shirin Taavoni book “Iran academic libraries standards”. The 3" standard of the
book is on library human resources. The data were collected through observation, a
two-part questionairee including demographic information and research questions.
The questionaires were posted to the subjects or e-mailed and then were followed
by telephone and e-mailed to return them back soon after completing. The
collected data were analyzed by necessary statistical calculations and SPSS-16
software. Then the findings were compared with the said national standards based
on” Iran academic libraries standards”.

Results: There were 144 expert or proficient, semi-skilled and non-librarian staffs
in general. Different fields of study with different degrees from BSc, MSc to Ph.D
are working in the surveyed medical libraries. The librarians working in Mashhad
medical libraies were 72 librarians that there were enough and only 1 more
librarian were needed to reach the standards. Most of the libraries had shortage of
librarians however, two libraries of Gonabad with shortage of 7 librarians and
Sabzevar with 6 ones showed the least and they were under the standards defined
for medical libraries according to their sevices and affairs.

Conclusion: One of the most indices in each society is human resources and
especially expert and proficient librarians. However, there was shortage of human
resources in general, but lacks of proficient librarians were observed in the libraries
as well. Then, they should be distributed based on their specialty throughout the
libraries for library services improvement. It is recommended to pay more attention
to these libraries considering their significant job to find ways to solve the
problems to improve their services. Some other studies should be performed in the
other regions of the country to compare their results with the present study to
derive the best results for removing the obstacles and problems.
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